
Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

As Memorial Day has now come and gone and the month of June is nearly upon us, 

most of us are anxious for stores, restaurants, churches, and more to begin to “re-open” 

as we move into summer. We are looking forward to some partial— albeit only partial— 

sense of normalcy to return to our lives. We are all eager for this. But I would also 

encourage us not to forget the many people whose lives will not return to normal, even 

when things do re-open. 

 

Most of us are blessed that our main concern is when things can open up again, but 

there are over 100,000 people in our country and 352,000 people in our world who have 

lost their lives from the virus. They are not just an abstract figure we see on the nightly 

news. Rather each number represents real people, each with a real life, a story, and a 

family mourning their loss.  

 

Scripture says that we are people of hope, for our God is bigger than this pandemic or 

anything we face in this world. Yet even as we live in hope, we are called to mourn with 

those who mourn (Romans 12:15). We cannot simply gloss over the suffering many are 

experiencing. To do would be to minimize it. So as we look toward re-opening and 

getting back to some summer activities, and even as we continue to see 

passionate debates over continued restrictions, let us continue to compassionately 

remember those whose reality is not so simple in this time. Let us not forget those who 

will be affected long after this pandemic is over by the sickness and loss of loved ones. 

For doing so is part of our Christian duty. 

 

(We of course should also be mindful of those facing the very difficult financial realities 

brought about by the pandemic, but in this devotional I want to focus our attention on 

those affected by the virus itself.) 

Pastor Jordan 

 


